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harlevoix County

Probate Court.'

(By Judge of Probate J. 1. Harris.)

During the campalgn just passed
the following criticisms of the Probate
Judge's ofMce were made by the East
Jordan Eoterprise and extensively
elreulated throughout the conaty, and
it mav be that lodividuals other thao
the edlitor of the piper are curlous to
know the facts relative to the admio-
isiration of this importantoffice. The
eriticisms wo ge as follows:

1. During Wudge strouds adminis-
tration the salury of the oflice was Six
Hopnpdred dollars, and that pow It is
'&lve Hundred.

That I drew One Iundred doll-
ars a month from the County fo. four
day's work.

3. That Judge Stroud never had
any allowanoe for clerk hire, while the
present administration had drawn iu
one year something Illke Fifty dollars
for cierk hire.

1 did nos reply to these criticlsms in
any public way duriog the campaign
for the reason that I felt thatanything
that might be said would be taken an
comimg from meat that time witha
pnrpose of placing myself (v as favor-
ahles light as possible formy own
advantage in the campaign.

Theafluirs of the Probate office are
too important, and so0 little Is known
of the detalls by Lhe taxpayers ysner-
ally of the county and the public at
largs, and oftea by the practicing
a peys that It Is easy, in my opin-
fod Lo create n more erruneous impres-
slon in the publie mind relative to the
administration of this office than now
exists.

I also balieve it t0 be true that there
is no public ofMee in the county which
the correct administration of its
sffalrs means so much toso many
peop's as doss the administration of
the affairs in Prubate Court. The
Probate Court differs from all other
Courts in our system of jurisprudence
in this, that the great bulk of the
matters are decided without the aid
and assistance of discussions by legul
counsel. In fact, most of the legal
papers are drafted by the Court (tsell
and passed upon by lnm, and the in-
dividusls with any kind of interests at
stake in Probate Court nearly always
led the cutire disposition of these
interests to the Court itsell. And so
little of Probate Court business has
been dene by practicing attorneys o
the newer counties of Michigan that
the sttorneys themselves have nol
kept posted in Probute praciise; and
no matter how genisl and sccommo
dating the Probate Judge may be it is
quite pussible for him to make an
error in the sdministration of any
estate, which for the timne being, will
uot be known to himself orto others
whom it affects unsil long years after
when the error may show up affecting
valuable rights, and oftentimes does
thil4 occur after it Is too late Lo eorrect
the error. I make this statement be-
cause I have in mind, coming under
my own knowledge, divers cases of thie
character as well as many otbera w here
thegerrors have bad to b corrected by
pre ings taken later.

In the newer countles there have
oeen Limes in Lhe earlier history of the
county when the pioneer has died and
has berg burled that has been all that
there has been ™ (1, S¢ wae find that
in the earlier history of this county
the Probate otffice has been regarded
firét &% & nominal affair, the duties of
v hich anyone could perform as well as
another, and earrying with it merely a
nominal compensation. Later as the
county grew she business of the pro-
bate office has increased; the residenta
of the county have cleared up farms,
and have succeeded in & husiness, in-
dustrial and professional way in ac
cumulating a little property, which in
aine cases out of ten, upon their death
must be adwinlstered and distributed

ugh the Probate Court. This has

tinued votil in Charlevolx County
at present It has becuine, as s above
stated, a very important partof the
Judiclal system of the Connty, peculls
ar in lwsell, and carrying with it a
great responsibility in many wave to
the man who administers its affairs,

My reply to the several criticisms of
the Enterprise |s made npot that I,
any more thao any other citizen, may
be particularly benefited by it but
that the actual conditions may be
understond and appreciated by the
pubiie who suppors the oifiee
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i amount is fixed, based upon the popul-
atlon of th» ditierent countlies. From
1862 to 1884 the population of this
| county was less than Ten Thousand
and the salary was then Six Hundred
dollars. The census of 1884 showerl an
Increase In population to bestween
11,000 and 12,000, and the salary from
that time on was $750.00 per year, and
an amendment was made to bhe stute
law by & recent act of the legislature
changing the basis of fixing the sualar-
ies, and the offect of thie change of the
law was Lo fix the nominal amount of
the salary for thisx county at 8000 00,
The cecsus of 1900 showed Lhe pop-
ulation of the county to ba 14,000 but
this did net aflect the salary. The
cepsus taken in June, 1004, showed the
population of Lhe county to be approx-
imately 16.600, which made the mini-
mum am« unt of salary $81200.00, The
Board of Supervisers of this county
have never given the Probate Judge
more than the minimum salary allow-
ed by law,

To the second criticiam my reply Is
that evidently the author of this eriti
clsin knows as little about the affairs
of the Probate Court as any other man,
woman or child in the County, ur he
would not bave made this criticism,
assuming that the critieisms are all
honestly made., During my term of
office I have appointed each Monday
as a regular day of holding Probate
Court, and no other Probate Judge
had, up to that time, founi it yeces-
sary to regularly hold a term of Court
every Monday, but the regular terms
were fixed at the first Menday in Lthe
month, The reasan for this, nodoubt,
15 the increased businesas in the Pro-
bate office. Aside from holding Court
at Charlevoix on these regular days,
my office at BovneCity Is always open
for the transaction of Pmbate busi-
ness, and there huve been but few
days o any week in my present term
in which Probate business has not
been transacted al my office, In fact,
all of the territory contiguous to
Boyne City and east of here do their
prebate work inthe office at Boyne
City on other days than Mooday. and
much of this work relating to the fil-
ing uf petitions, making out accounts,
and other things is done by competent
help in my office, paid by me individu-
ally, and whether 1 am present or not.
And further, when the 8600.00 salary
was paid the sssessed valuation of the
county did not exceed Two Millions,
while vow the ussessed valuation is
Five anda half Millions, nearly. This
means not only thst we have more
estates to administer, but that the
ratales are lurger and much more re-
sponsibility is atiachied to the busi-
pess now than at that time. And also
the duties of the Probate Court have
been Increased materially sioce then.
Tlie Probate Judge isgiven more work
under the Drain Law, The Inherit-
ance Tax Law, and the Board of Elect
ion Commissioners that 1 now recall.

To the third eriticism my reply Is
this: That It is necessary Lhatthe
Probate Judge have a clerk presentin
the Probate oftice on regular court
days at least to secure the proper tiling
of papers and the proper recording of
the same. This isa very important
matter, and [ believe I can fearlessly
say that this matter hins bern properly
attended to during my term of office,
and that any Inquiry addressed to the
Probate office for Information vhat is
on file there can be promptly found,
sud If it relates &0 any proceedings
durlug my administrution that full
and complete (nformation ecan be
given prempily fromn the records of
the office. My experience is that this
can only be dooe, in the present yol-
ume of busipess, with the asslstapce
of a Probate Clerk to properly care for
the papers and record the same. Hut
my critic sesms to think that if this
were true that I should bear thst ex-
pense, It sbhould be borne in mind
that the Probate Judge ia serving at &
minimum salary and that he ought
nol to he required to employ such add-
itional help as is necessary with his
own efforts to Lhe proper cunduct of
the offi. e, and if Lthis were not a justi
fication them | would add that at my
own expense in my Boyne Cisy office
that | have a compelent assistant as

me to do prompty and correctly much
more business than can be doue by «ny
Indiviawal himseif. This also s pald
by me. In addition to that, certaln
fces allowed by law for copies of papers
are rightfully the perquisites of the
office, and when these perquisites are
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lawfully and receive them from the
county, 8o 1 am loformed by the Jud-
ges themselves, In addition to that, |
siuce being elected to this office I have
tried t equip mvself for the perforin-
aoce of the dutles as well as possible,
taking andvantuge of all means L prop
eriy inform myscif, and one very effio- |
ient source of valusble Information
which ought 0 at least reflect (tself
in the work of the Probate office, and
1 benevedoea. is the State Association
of Probate Judges. 1 have never fail-
ed to attend 4 meeting of the Assoclat-
jon slnce assuming the duties of this
office, speudiog my own the and pay-
Ilng my own expeoscs, while in severa,
countles of the slate the ouvunties
think is worth their while to pay the
necessary expeuse of thelr Probate
Judge while attending these meetings.
In conuection with my luw practice it
often happens that I locur vXpenses
for clisnts amounting to several bund-
red dollars upon my own jodgment.

1 have tried to treat the coanty In the
same way; 1 believe that Lhe expense
of clerk hire lna legitimate charge
agaiost the county, that it is eqult-
able, and that it is the duty of she
county to pay it,and In presenting
the bill to the Bouard of Supervisors I |
have made the sume representation to
the Board of Supervisors thas I make |
here, and the Board have thought
that it was right and pelitic to do lt.

two cases, under a strict Interpretat- | I still oelieve it is a righteous charge,
lon of the statute, I have alwuys felt | and will continue to present the mat— |
that 1 ought not to charge these be- | ter to the Board from time to time.,

Inl:d while I cannot in an article of

paid by the prople of the county ob & this charactarexpluin all of the lhlnnl
Other Judges of Probate | that I would |ike to explain, angene
in ovther counties charge Lhese l'm| who Is interested enough to uoiutol

further discussion of the affairs of the
Probate office with me I shall be glad |
aLt any time o give them my time and |
atventlon, and show them anyihing
and everything pertalning to the offics
whether they may know about iLor,
not. [
And I might add that the same |
eritic alvo says that I bad held office
in the county for elght years, and that
I am pot willing to retire, and that it
s Lime to retire me. I have only this
thought in reply Lo that, and that is,
that 1o many of she older counties
where the business of the Probate office [
becomes impeortaut as the wealth and |
population of the county iuvcreases
they are retaining cowpetent Prolmte |
Judges 10 office from term to term:; |
several Judges of my acquaintance
are now servsing from their fmlrlh
lerm up, [ eiieve that every man 1'!
entitled to Bil an oMice Just as loug us \
fis confuet with the ofMle make It
[ protitable for the people to keep him
| there, and 1 do not now know whether
IL may be temy interest to fill out the
succeeding Lterm that I have been
|elected to. or whether [shall ever|
conslder it profitable to be a candidatve
tor this ur sny other office In the fut-
ure, but whether 1 do ornot 1 rhail
endeaver Lo diacharge thieduties of the
office along the lines that I whink are
lawful and right, and In the future to
‘necept this or any otheroffice to which
{the peaple mav see fit to elect me, and
lin my judgment is Lo my advantage Lo
| acoept.
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JouN M. HARRIS.
JUDGE of PROBATE,
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LIGHT & FEA

Corrers, SLEIGHS,

Truxks, B
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Manufacturers of

Carry a Complete Line of
WaGons,

Axp an. HORSE CLOTHING,

FUR COATS s ot these goods to e

found in Charlevoix County.

laugh at winter's cold.
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VY HARNESS ]
Brankers, Rosgs, i
Aas, Kte., |

Get one and
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¥ Holiday Furniture.
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have it in abundance,
fine stock.,

Rocking Chairs
Book Cases
Toilet Sets

Nothing quite so appropriate as a piece of
handsome Furniture for a Holiday Present and we

Come in and look over our g

Pictures : Frames ;

Are just a few of the many suitable things we have
for Holiday giving.

C. H. WHITTINGTON.

Furniture and Undertaking.
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Phone No. 68,
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I have the most complete line of everything you g
can possibly want in

GROG

and shall be glad to supply your wants at lowest
possible prices.

RIES

L

We solicit a share of your patronage.

WILL RICHARDSON.

GCOAT

Jarry a complete line of

Portland

and Portland Cutters without springs,

Liocar axp Heavy

Cutters

on

SLEIGHS.

Gunsmithing a Specialty.
Repairing Promptly Attended To.

to offer you
EXCEPTIONAL BARGAINS

ES &« BLAKE

Springs

In Men’s, Women’s, Boys’ and Misses’

BOOSINGER BROS.

\Ve have bought the entire Rubber and Furnishing Goods
Stock of Mrs. Newson which has put us in a position

Rubbers,

Underwear, Socks, Shirts, Gloves and
other Dry Goods.

Some of the Bargains

We are offering:

10¢ to 25¢.

$5.00, our closing out price

85¢ and H0e

40c¢ to £1.50.

prices we offer.

Women's regular 5oe Underwear 385¢ per garment.
Children's regular 25¢,

Underwear from
Men's Heavy Work Shirts, real value from #1.00 to
All goods are choice and genuine bargains at the

We have added to the above line a large quantity of

own stock making extraordinary bargains
for cash buyers.

Splendid Values in

Ladies’ § Misses’ Winter Coats.

'l‘his is a great opportunity to buy a winter garment
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